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​MISSION​
​St. Croix Montessori guides children to be self-disciplined independent learners, critical thinkers, and​
​engaged citizens.​

​VISION​
​St. Croix Montessori will provide a world-class education promoting the philosophy and teachings of​
​Maria Montessori and the International Baccalaureate program, preparing our children for a life of​
​purpose, integrity and making a positive difference for the world they will inherit.​

​GUIDING PRINCIPLES​
​St. Croix Montessori is a 501(c)(3) non-profit school that provides an education to the children of St.​
​Croix following the principles of Dr. Maria Montessori and the guidelines of the Association Montessori​
​Internationale. Our program is intended to facilitate child-centered growth and learning process.​

​VALUES​​– The fundamental principles that guide us:​
​Quality​​– We are committed to providing our children​​with a Montessori and International Baccalaureate​
​education of the highest quality.​
​Collaboration​​– We are committed to effective partnerships​​between staff, parents, and board​
​members.​
​Mutual Respect​​– We believe that all people should​​be treated politely with consideration and dignity.​
​Inclusivity​​– We nurture an environment that reflects​​the diversity of our community.​
​Integrity​​– We are honest and ethical in all our dealings.​
​Accountability​​– We are committed to measuring, achieving,​​and reporting results.​
​Sustainability – We are committed to ensuring the long-term viability of Montessori and International​

​We are guided by the following goals:​
​1.​ ​Maintain a cutting edge educational program for children between the ages of 2 1/2 years to 12​

​years old (growing by one grade level each year) based on the principles of Dr. Maria​
​Montessori and the International Baccalaureate.​

​2.​ ​Provide a developmentally appropriate curriculum that adheres to the strictest standards of​
​Association Montessori Internationale (AMI) and the International Baccalaureate, thus giving the​
​child a solid basis of education to support his/her growth as an individual.​

​3.​ ​Create and maintain partnerships with the community and parents to ensure the success of the​
​program and the full development of the child.​

​4.​ ​Implement a program where the needs of the child come first, where children can learn to​
​concentrate and work independently realizing who they are and the effect they have on the​
​world. It is our hope that they can enter society as lifelong learners who care about people and​
​the world in which they live.​

​5.​ ​Recognize that it is a child’s natural tendency to want to learn and grow, regardless of that​
​child’s race, color, creed or economic background; and encourage and stimulate that child’s​
​desire to learn so the he or she will develop self-discipline, creativity, independence, and a​
​lifelong love of learning.​
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​HISTORY​​:​
​St. Croix Montessori was founded by Montessori guides, assistants and parents who saw the​
​value in Montessori education and envisioned a growing Montessori community on St. Croix, not​
​limited to the 3- to 6-year-old child. Through several fundraising efforts and fueled by diligence​
​and determination, the school opened the doors of St. Croix Montessori in 2006. We began on a​
​beautiful, small campus in Estate Orange Grove on nearly one and a half acres of lush​
​Caribbean flora and fauna. In 2023, the school moved right down the street to the sprawling​
​campus built for St. Dunstan’s School. This campus allowed for growth, and in the first year the​
​school doubled in size.​

​Our school is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization run by a Board of Directors, which supports the​
​Head of School and staff in their efforts to engage our children in learning experiences designed​
​to provide an education for life.​

​On March, 2023, St. Croix Montessori became an International Baccalaureate Candidate School,​
​and in the 2023-24 school year, the first grade 6 classroom was formed, following the​
​International Baccalaureate (IB) program. In June, 2025, just one week after the school’s​
​verification visit, the school became officially authorized as an International Baccalaureate​
​school. Each year, the school will add at least one grade level, reaching grade 12 by 2029.​

​ADMISSIONS CONSIDERATIONS AND PROCEDURES​
​Factors considered for admission include age, space availability, readiness of the child for the​
​classroom experience, and prospective parents’ commitment to Montessori and International​
​Baccalaureate education.​

​In the elementary program preference is given to students who have completed a three-year​
​Montessori primary program. In all programs, preference is given to siblings.​

​Admission into the elementary program without prior Montessori experience is considered after​
​careful discussion with the parents and a student or family interview with the Primary or​
​Elementary Guides.​

​All forms in the registration packet and non-refundable registration fee must be completed prior​
​to the start of the first day of class. Students will not be permitted to participate in classroom​
​activities until the forms are completed and the fees are paid.​

​St. Croix Montessori admits students of any race, color, sexual orientation, national and ethnic​
​origin to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally accorded or made available to​
​students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sexual orientation,​
​national and ethnic origin in the administration of its educational policies, admissions policies,​
​scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other school-administered programs.​

​To apply please visit our website at: https://stcroixmontessori.com/admissions/​
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​SCHEDULE​
​SCHOOL HOURS​
​8:15 AM – 3:00 PM Monday through Friday on normal school days in our Montessori classrooms​
​8:15 AM – 3:15 PM Monday through Friday on normal school days in our IB classrooms​

​ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE HOURS​
​7:45 AM – 4:00PM​

​If you need to contact the school before or after office hours, you may leave a voice​
​message or text message on the office phone (340-718-2859) and your call will be​
​returned during office hours. You may also email your message:​
​info@stxmontessori.com.​

​HOLIDAYS​
​Holidays, when there will be no school, are listed on the school calendar which​
​is posted on the website.​

​ARRIVAL 7:45 AM- 8:15 AM​
​●​ ​In the morning, parents enter the main gate and drive up the left side of the​

​driveway, past the first building to the breezeway.​
​●​ ​A staff member will receive and escort children from the car to the class.​

​Parents remain in their cars.​
​●​ ​Parents continue around the driveway to allow the next parent to drop or pick up​

​their child.​
​●​ ​Should parents arrive after 8:00 AM, they must check in at the office. Please do​

​not go directly to the classroom, as class will already be in process.​
​It is​​preferred​​that students arrive by 8:00 AM; all students must arrive by 8:15 AM​
​Children need a dependable schedule; they need to know what to expect. The​
​classroom is a collaborative community that has a definitive schedule. It is upsetting to a​
​child if he/she is often “out-of-sync” with the rest of the class. Arriving on time is​
​essential in order to preserve the​​3-Hour Work Period​​which is an essential component​
​of a Montessori learning community.​​Please avoid unnecessary​​late arrival​​, which​
​can be frustrating for your child and disruptive to the class.​

​If a Guide finds that a child’s frequent late arrivals have a negative impact on the flow of​
​the class, we will request a meeting with the parent(s).​

​DEPARTURE 3:00 – 3:30 or 3:15 – 3:30 (IB)​​Monday –​​Friday​
​●​ ​Sign-out: Only adults approved by the child’s guardian and listed on the​

​Emergency Medical form can sign out and pick up the child. We recognize that​
​there may be the rare case when a parent may need to give permission to​
​another person. In that case, the parents must call or text the office and send an​
​email to​​info@stxmontessori.com​​, requesting the addition​​of the person to the list.​

​●​ ​The sign-out sheet is in the front office during the day and with the aftercare staff​
​during after-school pickup hours. Students will be escorted to the car.​

​●​ ​Please​​keep to the left and stay in your car​​to pick​​up your child.​
​●​ ​Please make sure your child knows pickup time and who will be doing the pickup.​

​Page​​4​​of​​29​

mailto:info@stxmontessori.com
mailto:info@stxmontessori.com


​SAFETY & COURTESY​
​In order to ensure the safety of children and staff, as well as to ensure that drop-off and​
​pickup run smoothly we ask the following:​

​●​ ​Use caution when entering and exiting the driveway.​
​●​ ​Do not allow children to cross in front of or between the line of cars without an​

​adult.​
​●​ ​Do not leave a child in the car unattended.​
​●​ ​If you need to have a conversation with the Guide or Assistant, please park rather​

​than hold up the line of traffic.​
​●​ ​Please refrain from having cell phone conversations while your child is being​

​welcomed to school.​

​LATE PICK-UP CHARGES​
​Students must be picked up between 3:00 and 3:30. If a parent/guardian has not picked​
​up his/her child by 3:30 PM, the child will go to After-School Care. The fee for​
​After-School Care is $10.00 per hour per child. Please call if there is an emergency.​

​ABSENCES and TARDIES​
​If your child is going to be absent from school, please call or text the school by 8:15​
​A.M. Extended or frequent absences are disruptive for your child’s learning experience.​
​Because learning in a Montessori and International Baccalaureate classroom is​
​hands-on, using materials specifically designed for those types of instruction, packets of​
​materials cannot be prepared for families to use should they choose to take a vacation​
​during the school year. Please make every effort to plan your vacations during school​
​breaks. If the teacher feels that the child’s learning is being disrupted by frequent​
​absences, we will request a conference.​

​EARLY DISMISSAL​
​Please inform the office in advance if you need to pick up your child prior to the​
​scheduled dismissal time at 3:00 or 3:15. The teacher or assistant will send the child to​
​the office at the appointed time. This will allow for a smooth transition for your child and​
​the staff. Please do not go to your child’s classroom.​

​RAIN DAYS/ STORM DAYS​
​Announcements about school closings will be made via email, text, and Facebook.​

​AFTER-SCHOOL CARE PROGRAM​
​The After-School Care Program is offered from 3:30 – 5:00 PM for students in Primary​
​and older. The After-School Care Program for toddlers is offered from 3:30 - 4:30 PM.​
​All students who are here at 3:30 will be sent to After-School Care. Please coordinate​
​with the After-School Care personnel or call the school in the morning to indicate that​
​you will need after-school care for your children.​

​After-School Care is provided by St. Croix Montessori staff. Children play outside, build​
​with Legos and are involved in art activities. The fee is $10.00 per child per hour.​

​After-School Care payments will be made through FACTS.​
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​HELPFUL GUIDELINES​

​DRESS CODE​
​To assist your child in developing focus, please avoid distracting logos or designs.​
​Please be aware of the age and developmental stage of your child when selecting​
​clothing. There may be occasions when alternate clothing suggestions are made by the​
​school.​

​Your child should wear comfortable clothing that allows him/her to be independent,​
​which means that the child should be able to change out of the clothes if necessary.​

​Lace up shoes are appropriate for children 5 and older. Children remove their shoes​
​while in the Montessori classroom, and wear simple slippers to protect their feet should​
​they need to move quickly in an emergency or should glass be broken in the classroom.​
​Slippers should completely enclose the foot.​

​TODDLER & PRIMARY CLASSROOMS:​
​Each Child must have a complete change of clothing. Soiled clothes will be sent home​
​and need to be replaced the next day.​

​Primary parents are required to provide napping gear for their children. This includes a​
​mat, pillow, and light covering. We ask that mats not be too thick as we have limited​
​storage space. Don’t hesitate to ask the Guide or Assistant for suggestions. Please​
​wash your child’s napping gear every week and return to school on Monday morning​

​Please​​label all your child’s belongings​​to avoid​​confusion.​

​WHAT YOUR CHILD CAN BRING TO SCHOOL​
​Children​​may​​not​​bring​​toys​​to​​school.​​Sports​​equipment,​​if​​appropriate,​​will​​be​​shared.​
​Objects​​from​​nature​​can​​be​​shared​​at​​any​​time.​​Don’t​​hesitate​​to​​ask​​your​​child’s​​Guide​
​if you are unsure.​

​SNACK AND LUNCH​
​In our school we look at the whole child. This is a time of tremendous physical and​
​mental growth. For these reasons we ask that you send nutritious snacks and​
​lunches that include fresh fruit and veggies!​

​If food needs to be kept cold, please include an ice pack. If food needs to be kept warm,​
​please pack in a thermos.​

​Each child is required to bring a water bottle filled with water. The school will replenish​
​water throughout the day.​

​We encourage the children to bring their lunches in a labeled, standard size lunch box​
​with eating utensils.​​Uneaten food as well as food​​packaging will be sent home​​to help​
​parents determine the appropriate amounts needed for their children. Reusable​
​containers are encouraged and preferred.​
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​SUPERVISION AND CARE OF STUDENTS:​
​St. Croix Montessori is committed to providing a safe environment for students at all​
​times.​

​Classroom teachers, guides, and assistants are responsible for the supervision of all​
​students in their care at all times. Students shall not be left alone at any time.​

​HOLIDAYS AND SPECIAL CELEBRATIONS​
​Special​ ​celebrations​ ​and​ ​holidays​ ​from​ ​all​ ​cultures​ ​are​ ​shared.​ ​We​ ​aim​ ​to​ ​convey​ ​the​
​spirit​ ​rather​ ​than​ ​the​ ​commercial​ ​aspect​ ​of​ ​these​ ​days.​ ​If​ ​you​ ​would​ ​like​ ​to​ ​provide​ ​a​
​treat​​for​​your​​child’s​​birthday,​​please​​chat​​with​​your​​child’s​​teacher​​as​​each​​class​​has​​its​
​way of honoring children’s birthdays.​
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​EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS​

​THE MONTESSORI METHOD OF EDUCATION:​
​Dr. Maria Montessori (1870 - 1952), an engineer, physician, social anthropologist and​
​educator, revolutionized childhood education more than one hundred years ago, with her​
​belief that education should be one of active exploration through the observance of the​
​child’s developmental needs and stages. Her observations convinced her that each child​
​contains within her the person s/he will become. Within a carefully prepared environment​
​and under the guidance of an expertly trained adult the child can be guided to work in a​
​way previously believed to be beyond her capacity. Children are attracted to beautiful​
​materials designed to isolate difficulties and stimulate interest. Each child’s potential is​
​reached through a process of striving, aided by a growing sense of order and self-​
​discipline. This way of working with children now flourishes in Montessori schools​
​throughout the world and in more than 3,000 schools in the United States alone.​

​The​ ​Montessori​ ​approach​ ​offers​ ​a​ ​vision​ ​of​ ​education​ ​as​​an​​aid​​to​​life.​​It​​is​​successful​
​because​ ​its​ ​principles​ ​are​ ​based​ ​on​ ​the​ ​natural​ ​development​ ​of​ ​the​ ​child.​ ​The​​child​​is​
​transformed​ ​from​ ​birth​ ​to​ ​adulthood​ ​through​ ​a​ ​series​ ​of​ ​developmental​ ​planes.​ ​Each​
​level​ ​of​ ​human​ ​development​ ​has​ ​its​ ​own​ ​characteristics​ ​and​ ​the​ ​Montessori​ ​practice​
​changes in scope and manner to embrace these characteristics and interests.​

​THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE:​
​The IB is globally renowned worldwide for excellence. The IB's programs are different​
​from other curricula because they:​

​●​ ​encourage students of all ages to think critically and challenge assumptions​
​●​ ​develop independently of government and national systems, incorporating quality​

​practice from research and our global community of schools​
​●​ ​encourage students of all ages to consider both local and global contexts​
​●​ ​develop multilingual students.​

​Education in International Baccalaureate (IB) World Schools:​
​●​ ​centers on learners​
​●​ ​develops effective approaches to teaching and learning​
​●​ ​works within global contexts, helping students understand different languages and​

​cultures​
​●​ ​explores significant content, developing disciplinary and interdisciplinary​

​understanding that meets rigorous international standards.​

​An IB education aims to transform students and schools as they learn, through dynamic​
​cycles of inquiry, action and reflection. Teachers enable and support students as they​
​develop the approaches to learning they need – for both academic and personal​
​success.​

​IB programs aim to help students explore and construct their own personal and cultural​
​identities.​
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​TODDLER (18 months – 3 years) PRIMARY EDUCATION (3 - 6 years old) – Period of the​
​Absorbent Mind​
​The first plane of development occurs from birth to age six. Children at this age are​
​sensorial explorers; they possess unusual sensitivity and mental powers for absorbing​
​and learning from the environment. The child has a great need and potential for​
​disciplined work as well as a natural desire to learn. To aid the child in this period the​
​Montessori classroom provides a unique range of materials. Under the guidance of a​
​trained Guide, the child chooses materials that encourage exploration and work at his/her​
​own pace. The child’s creative energy is freed, and the child develops independence,​
​self- discipline and the habit of work. The environment is divided into five different areas:​
​Practical Life - Learning to care for oneself, for others and environment; Sensorial -​
​Assisting the child in learning about the senses; Cultural – Learning about the world we​
​live in; Language – Developing fine motor, writing and reading skills; Mathematics –​
​Working with precise materials to help the child move from the concrete towards​
​abstraction.​

​Description​
​Readiness for our toddler class is marked by the child’s ability to walk. Once a child is potty​
​trained and at least 2 ½ years old, the child may be ready for our primary class.​

​Children may spend up to two years in the toddler classroom, and three to four years in the​
​primary class, inclusive of the “kindergarten year.” A secure foundation of self-discipline,​
​independent functioning, and self-confidence is formed. The last year in our first plane​
​environment is one of unfolding and mastery. This is the time you see the development of​
​reading, writing, and math computation come to fruition. These skills are the by-product of​
​foundational characteristics, such as independence, self-motivation, and concentration that​
​the child has internalized and will possess throughout his or her lifetime.​

​Schedule​
​The 3-Hour Work Period is vital to the success of Montessori education. It means that​
​children have three hours to choose and carry out their own work. It does not include any​
​required outside play, group story time, circle time, music, or any other activity which​
​would take time away from the child's own choice of activity. During this time adults and​
​children alike respect a child's concentration and do not interrupt one who is busy at a​
​task. All of the traditional group activities spontaneously arise according to the interest of​
​the child or a group of children during the day, or are occasionally called by the teacher if​
​necessary.​
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​The First Plane (Toddler & Primary) curriculum can be defined by six distinct areas of​
​knowledge as listed below:​

​1.​ ​Practical Life​​: Activities concerning care of oneself,​​the environment, and others​
​are cultivated. These exercises lay the groundwork for independence, help develop​
​concentration, and further refine coordination. Many of these tasks, such as​
​sweeping or buttoning, can be seen performed by adults during the child' s daily​
​routine. Purposeful activities, with tools of the right size for small hands, allow the​
​child to satisfactorily repeat a task until mastered.​

​2.​ ​Sensorial:​​Making sense of all impressions received​​through the five senses is​
​the goal of this area. Exercises are designed to begin putting order in the world​
​around the child through sorting, categorization, naming, and then application of​
​concepts. Abstract mathematical qualities are introduced through the use of​
​concrete materials.​

​3.​ ​Language:​​Learning in this area begins from the moment​​the children enter the​
​class and does not end until they graduate at age 6 years old. Activities are first​
​designed to expand a child’s receptive and expressive language, as well as, to​
​further his/her exposure to a variety of linguistic opportunities. The experience of​
​watching older children engaged in writing and reading activities intrigues younger​
​children and entices them to join in these lessons, too. This makes learning to read​
​and write a natural process of acquisition. Grammar, spelling, and sentence analysis​
​work further develops the older child’s understanding of the written word.​

​4.​ ​Math:​​The foundation for math begins in the areas​​of Practical Life and​
​Sensorial. To this base of knowledge is added counting, number relationships,​
​the four operations, fractions, geometry, and algebraic concepts. Through​
​manipulative materials, the children experience concepts in isolation, which​
​prepares them for abstract reasoning and problem–solving.​

​5.​ ​Cultural​ ​Studies:​ ​Geography, the sciences, art, and​​music are all integrated​
​seamlessly throughout the curriculum. As children’s understanding of the world​
​begins to turn outward, activities are designed to help connect them with our global​
​community. Lessons about the natural world allow children to embrace our role as​
​caretakers. While art and music activities give children the opportunity to see, hear,​
​and create beauty for themselves. These experiences are greatly enhanced by our​
​community sharing a variety of diverse cultures and interests.​

​6.​ ​Grace and Courtesy:​​These lessons are designed to​​help children feel comfortable​
​with others and refine their social graces. By providing the right words and time to​
​practice, manners and personal skills are taught as any other lessons would be​
​presented. Daily exposure to these activities promotes social and emotional​
​intelligence in even the youngest child.​
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​Learning Support​
​Through observation and assessment, the guide might suggest behavioral and/or​
​academic evaluation or support from outside services.​

​Assessment​
​In the Primary program, several tools are used for assessment. These include anecdotal​
​records, observation, skills checklists, informal and formal testing. These tools help the​
​Guide monitor student progress through the years in all areas: social development, work​
​habits, language development, mathematics, and cultural studies. Guides make use of a​
​variety of tools for this purpose; some paper and pencil such as the Montessori Record​
​Keeping Guide created by Montessori Masterclass, as well as the digital platform​
​Transparent Classroom. Information is shared with the parents via conferences and​
​progress reports, which are issued at the end of the second and third trimester.​

​Field Trips​
​Although First Plane students do not generally go on field trips, there are exceptions.​
​When a field trip is planned, either parents may drive their own children or the service of​
​a taxi that allows for booster seats will be contracted. A note will go home giving parents​
​the option of driving their own children or bringing in a booster seat that can be placed in​
​the taxi.​
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​ELEMENTARY EDUCATION (6-11 years old) – Period of the Conscious Imagination​

​Elementary (6 – 11 years old)​
​The second plane of development occurs from age six to twelve. Children at this stage​
​become more symbolic learners and have a strong interest in the world around them.​
​The child’s sense of order is less apparent in the physical environment but instead​
​manifests itself in the child’s growing intellect. The child thirsts for knowledge and the​
​reason behind everything. He also has a passion for classifying everything. The trained​
​adult is more active in the elementary classroom, acting as a link between the materials​
​and the child and the pursuit of information and the child. Children at this stage love to​
​work in groups on projects and discuss the issues of the world. Academic growth​
​develops alongside social and moral development. The curriculum includes: art, crafts,​
​music, cooking, gardening, physical education, Spanish, geography, history, prehistory,​
​earth history, physical science, botany, zoology, mathematics, geometry, language, and​
​movement. In general subjects are integrated into the course of the school day.​

​“Education​ ​is​ ​not​ ​something​ ​the​ ​teacher​ ​does​ ​but​ ​is​ ​a​ ​natural​ ​process​ ​that​
​develops spontaneously in the human spirit” ~​​Maria​​Montessori​

​The child at the Elementary level gradually moves from the concrete experience of the​
​Primary class towards abstraction. Upon completion of the three-year program in the​
​Primary classroom, the child develops a natural tendency towards curiosity. Imagination​
​fuels questions, which lead to exploration. The Elementary Guide is the bridge between​
​the child and the materials.​

​Great lessons, which are stories designed to capture the imagination and generate​
​questions, are taught each year. They lead the child toward studies of animals, rocks,​
​volcanoes, stars, ancient civilizations and many other areas as the child considers the​
​Earth and the interconnectedness of life.​

​This approach to learning goes hand in hand with building and refining the basics of​
​reading, writing and numbers. The very specific curriculum in language and math allows​
​the child to develop the skills they need to engage successfully through in-depth studies​
​that spark their interest.​

​Art, music and Physical activity are integrated into the child’s school experience.​
​Practical life for the Elementary child is characterized as exercises for everyday living​
​and include cooking, gardening, sewing, community projects and more.​

​In the elementary classrooms the curriculum is based upon the developmental needs of​
​the child. The Elementary child has become more social, and it is quite common to see a​
​few children engaged in conversation, studying together or solving a conflict.​
​Experiences outside the classroom are common and respond to the child’s need to​
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​explore the larger world. Under normal circumstances, off campus field trips or visiting​
​specialists are part of the program.​

​The Elementary program is rich and varied, designed to inspire your child with a desire​
​to learn.​

​Going Out Program and Field Trips​
​Purposeful, informative field trips can greatly enhance your child’s educational​
​experience. The Guide will decide on the readiness of the class for such trips. Some of​
​these “going out” excursions may involve only a few children, and some may involve​
​larger groups. Additional costs, outside of tuition, may occur for these experiences.​
​Parents may be looked to for support - if a parent volunteers to assist, he or she must​
​be willing to properly supervise small groups of children.​

​For whole-class field trips the school will contact a taxi service. Although the parents​
​sign a general field trip permission slip at the beginning of the year, allowing their​
​children to participate in field trips, a note will be sent home a few days before each​
​planned field trip to let parents know the details of the trip as well as if any specific​
​clothing is required.​

​Core Subjects​
​It is worth noting that while the division of the world into these separate “subjects” is​
​perhaps a convenient way to write about our work at school, it is not the way children​
​experience it.​ ​As noted above, we emphasize the interconnectedness of the many​
​things we study.​​As an example: a child’s arithmetic problems often deal with real​
​questions arising from his own study of, say, history of geography, rather than an​
​unconnected problem drawn from a text.​

​Mathematics​
​Maria​ ​Montessori​ ​described​ ​the​ ​“mathematical​ ​mind”​ ​as​ ​a​ ​universal​ ​human​ ​attribute.​
​The​ ​materials​ ​and​ ​methods​​of​​the​​Montessori​​classroom​​reinforce​​the​​child’s​​tendency​
​to​​count,​​compare,​​compute,​​and​​measure.​​The​​child​​begins​​in​​preschool​​a​​progression​
​from​ ​concrete​ ​experience​ ​to​ ​abstraction.​ ​The​ ​concrete​ ​materials​ ​are​ ​appealing​ ​to​
​children,​ ​ingeniously​ ​designed​ ​for​ ​revealing​ ​principles​ ​and​ ​concepts,​ ​and​ ​are​​made​​to​
​be​ ​experienced​ ​and​ ​manipulated.​ ​Through​ ​both​ ​physical​ ​and​ ​mental​ ​activity​ ​with​ ​this​
​material, the child acquires a profound basis for mathematics.​

​During​ ​the​ ​elementary​ ​years,​ ​a​ ​sequence​ ​of​ ​lessons​ ​brings​ ​the​ ​child​ ​naturally​ ​and​
​gradually​​to​​the​​point​​of​​understanding​​abstract​​mathematical​​operations.​​The​​structure​
​of​ ​the​ ​decimal​ ​system,​ ​the​ ​operations​ ​of​ ​addition,​ ​subtraction,​ ​multiplication,​ ​and​
​division,​ ​and​ ​other​ ​key​ ​concepts​ ​follow​ ​this​ ​same​ ​pattern.​ ​Once​ ​they​ ​have​ ​a​ ​firm​
​understanding​ ​of​ ​the​ ​concepts,​ ​children​ ​move​ ​toward​ ​memorization,​ ​keeping​ ​track​ ​of​
​their​ ​own​ ​progress​ ​and​ ​work,​ ​both​ ​in​ ​teams​ ​and​ ​individually.​ ​By​ ​using​ ​the​ ​Montessori​
​math​​material,​​children​​are​​introduced​​to​​many​​concepts​​traditionally​​taught​​much​​later,​
​including, for example, fractions, squared and cubed numbers, multiples, and factors.​
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​The​ ​Montessori​ ​geometry​ ​materials​ ​offer​ ​children​ ​an​ ​open-ended​ ​field​ ​of​ ​exploration.​
​These​ ​materials​ ​and​ ​the​ ​lessons​ ​which​ ​accompany​ ​them​ ​permit​ ​children​ ​to​ ​discover​
​important​ ​principles​ ​and​ ​relationships.​ ​When,​ ​later​ ​in​ ​their​ ​education,​ ​they​ ​learn​ ​the​
​formal​ ​rules​ ​of​ ​geometry,​ ​it’s​ ​like​ ​meeting​ ​old​ ​friends​ ​again.​ ​A​ ​student​ ​may​ ​learn​
​nomenclature​ ​for​ ​the​ ​types​ ​and​ ​parts​ ​of​ ​polygons,​ ​circles,​ ​angles,​ ​and​ ​lines.​ ​New​
​knowledge​ ​is​​always​​applied​​to​​the​​environment​​(e.g.,​​finding​​right​​triangles​​in​​the​​floor,​
​walls,​ ​and​ ​furniture)​ ​and​ ​often​ ​extends​ ​to​ ​the​ ​creation​ ​of​ ​a​ ​piece​ ​of​ ​handwork​​as​​well.​
​With​ ​the​ ​principles​ ​of​ ​geometric​ ​equivalence,​ ​the​ ​child​ ​acquires​ ​a​​key​​which​​unlocks​​a​
​whole field of creative work, and which prepares him for the study of area.​

​Language​
​The​ ​elementary​ ​child,​ ​exercising​ ​her​ ​powers​ ​of​ ​reasoning​ ​and​ ​curiosity,​ ​learns​ ​the​
​fascinating​ ​history​ ​of​ ​language​ ​from​ ​the​ ​distant​ ​past​ ​to​ ​the​ ​present.​ ​We​ ​show​ ​that​
​language​​continually​​changes,​​that​​it​​reflects​​history​​and​​the​​interlocking​​subjects​​of​​the​
​classroom. The children are conscious of language wherever they go.​

​Grammar​ ​is​ ​made​ ​accessible​ ​to​ ​young​ ​children​ ​with​ ​the​​aid​​of​​colorful​​materials​​which​
​employ​ ​symbols​ ​familiar​ ​from​ ​preschool​ ​work.​ ​In​ ​etymology,​ ​word​ ​study​ ​(synonyms,​
​affixes,​ ​compound​​words,​​word​​families,​​etc.),​​analysis​​of​​sentence​​structure​​and​​of​​the​
​parts​ ​of​ ​speech,​ ​the​ ​children​ ​find​ ​many​ ​activities​ ​with​ ​which​ ​to​ ​apply​ ​their​ ​new​
​vocabulary.​ ​Discoveries​ ​in​ ​grammar,​ ​word​ ​study,​ ​and​ ​etymology​ ​naturally​ ​give​ ​rise​ ​to​
​topical​ ​spelling​ ​lists;​ ​thus​ ​the​ ​children’s​ ​spelling​ ​drill​ ​and​ ​dictation​ ​is​ ​assisted​ ​by​ ​their​
​knowledge​ ​of​ ​the​ ​words’​ ​origins,​ ​meanings,​ ​and​ ​functions.​ ​(Examples​ ​overheard​ ​in​
​class:​​“That’s​​one​​of​​those​​superlative​​adjectives,​​so​​it​​must​​end​​in​​‘est,’​​not​​‘ist”’;​​“That’s​
​one​ ​of​ ​those​ ​words​ ​we​ ​talked​ ​about​ ​the​ ​Greeks​ ​inventing,​ ​so​ ​the​ ​‘f’​​sound​​is​​probably​
​spelled ‘ph.’”)​

​Reading,​ ​writing,​ ​and​ ​spelling​ ​skills​ ​blossom​ ​through​ ​learning​ ​in​ ​all​ ​subjects.​ ​Writing​
​develops​​in​​connection​​with​​exploration,​​research,​​and​​experimentation.​​Creative​​writing​
​allows​ ​all​ ​children​ ​to​ ​acquire​ ​very​ ​early​ ​in​ ​life​ ​a​ ​valuable​ ​tool​ ​for​ ​self-expression.​
​Reading​​becomes​​the​​most​​important​​means​​to​​satisfy​​their​​interests.​​Witnessing​​older​
​children​ ​reading​​and​​writing​​spontaneously​​motivates​​younger​​children​​to​​develop​​their​
​language​ ​skills.​ ​With​ ​carefully​ ​structured​ ​presentations​ ​and​ ​appealing​ ​follow-up​ ​work,​
​the​ ​teacher​ ​and​ ​child​ ​work​ ​together.​ ​This​ ​basic​ ​skill-building​ ​in​ ​reading​ ​and​ ​writing​ ​is​
​done​​individually​​or​​in​​very​​small​​groups.​​Early​​language​​work​​in​​Montessori​​is​​exciting,​
​not a chore or an opportunity for failure.​

​As​​children​​learn​​the​​mechanics​​and​​history​​of​​language,​​they​​experience​​poetry,​​prose,​
​drama,​​dialogue,​​discussion,​​debate,​​and​​research,​​in​​oral​​as​​well​​as​​written​​forms.​​The​
​guide​​carefully​​curates​​the​​classroom​​library​​so​​that​​children​​have​​access​​to​​the​​highest​
​quality literature and nonfiction. Reading aloud to the children is a daily practice.​
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​History​
​The​​history​​of​​life,​​both​​before​​and​​after​​the​​arrival​​of​​humankind,​​is​​inextricably​​linked​​to​
​other​ ​subjects​ ​such​ ​as​ ​geology,​ ​geography,​ ​and​ ​biology.​ ​Thus,​ ​it​ ​might​ ​be​ ​said​ ​that​
​history​ ​is​ ​the​ ​framework​ ​for​ ​all​ ​fields​ ​of​ ​study​ ​in​ ​Montessori.​​Even​​in​​mathematics​​and​
​language,​ ​we​ ​tell​ ​children​ ​stories​ ​of​ ​the​ ​great​ ​discoveries​ ​and​ ​inventions​​by​​which​​our​
​predecessors​ ​built​ ​the​ ​powerful​ ​tools​ ​of​ ​language​ ​and​​number.​​Children​​love​​stories​​of​
​the​​past,​​and​​in​​Montessori​​elementary​​we​​use​​stories​​to​​spark​​the​​children’s​​interest​​in​
​all areas.​

​Natural​ ​history​ ​materials,​ ​such​ ​as​ ​an​ ​elaborate​ ​timeline​ ​of​ ​life,​ ​show​ ​children​ ​the​
​dramatic​ ​and​ ​colorful​ ​spectacle​ ​and​ ​development​ ​of​ ​life​ ​forms.​ ​Human​ ​history​ ​is​
​presented​ ​from​ ​a​ ​perspective​ ​of​ ​how​ ​people​ ​from​ ​different​ ​cultures​ ​meet​ ​their​ ​basic​
​human​ ​needs​ ​(food,​ ​shelter,​ ​protection,​ ​transport,​​spiritual​​expression).​​This​​framework​
​guides​​their​​research​​and​​reveals​​both​​the​​unique​​attributes​​of​​different​​cultures​​and​​the​
​universality​ ​of​ ​all.​ ​The​ ​study​ ​of​ ​history​ ​reveals​ ​many​ ​fascinating​ ​connections​ ​and​
​interdependencies,​ ​not​ ​only​ ​among​ ​various​ ​peoples,​ ​but​ ​between​ ​people​ ​and​ ​the​
​changing physical environment.​

​Geography​
​We​ ​begin​ ​with​ ​theories​ ​on​ ​the​ ​origin​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Universe,​ ​in​ ​which​ ​principles​ ​of​ ​physical​
​science​ ​are​ ​revealed,​ ​and​ ​then​ ​proceed​ ​to​ ​examine​ ​the​ ​forces​ ​which​​have​​acted​​over​
​the​ ​ages​ ​to​ ​shape​​the​​world​​we​​inhabit.​​Children​​explore​​volcanism,​​the​​work​​of​​water,​
​wind​ ​and​ ​air,​ ​and​ ​the​ ​basic​ ​physical​ ​properties​ ​of​ ​matter.​ ​We​ ​employ​ ​demonstrations,​
​field activities, and experiments the children learn to perform on their own.​
​The​ ​relationships​ ​of​ ​earth,​ ​sun,​ ​seasons,​ ​zones​ ​of​ ​climate,​ ​are​ ​studied​ ​alongside​
​economic​ ​and​ ​political​ ​geography.​ ​Each​ ​topic​ ​offers​ ​a​ ​number​ ​of​ ​possible​ ​side​ ​trips​
​which​ ​a​ ​student​ ​may​ ​follow.​ ​A​ ​basic​ ​principle​ ​here​ ​and​ ​throughout​ ​the​ ​Montessori​
​elementary​ ​program​ ​is​ ​that​​we​​give​​first​​the​​“big​​picture”​​--​​answers​​to​​the​​fundamental​
​why’s and how’s-- and only then work toward the more particular, the more local.​

​Biology​
​Children​ ​are​ ​fascinated​ ​by​ ​plants​ ​and​ ​animals.​ ​It​ ​is​ ​not​ ​unusual​ ​for​ ​our​ ​preschool​
​children​ ​to​ ​have​​learned​​the​​names​​of​​many​​of​​the​​flowers,​​trees,​​birds,​​and​​mammals​
​that​​surround​​them​​in​​the​​world,​​as​​well​​as​​the​​parts​​of​​flowers​​and​​the​​very​​beginnings​
​of​ ​biological​ ​classification.​ ​In​ ​the​ ​Elementary​ ​program​ ​we​ ​start​ ​to​ ​answer​ ​basic​
​questions​ ​about​ ​living​ ​things​ ​and​ ​there​ ​is​ ​an​ ​increase​ ​in​ ​reading,​ ​research​ ​and​
​vocabulary at this stage.​

​In the elementary class, the emphasis is on understanding plant and animal behavior​
​and physiology.​ ​The basic needs of plants and animals (e.g. water, food, defense,​
​reproduction) provide the framework for investigating the unique varieties from the point​
​of view of adaptation, both to contemporary environments and throughout time.​
​Children’s observation and discussion of differences build up the stores of experience​
​with which they further their understanding of biological classification.​
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​Art​
​Art​​and​​music​​are​​presented​​in​​a​​structured​​way.​​Both​​subjects​​require​​certain​​skills​​for​
​successful​ ​growth.​ ​In​ ​Art​ ​the​ ​child​ ​is​ ​shown​ ​through​ ​demonstration​ ​how​ ​to​ ​work​ ​and​
​care​ ​correctly​ ​with​ ​materials​ ​and​ ​equipment.​ ​Different​ ​elements​ ​of​ ​Art​ ​are​ ​introduced​
​through​ ​varying​ ​subject​ ​matter,​ ​such​ ​as​ ​color,​ ​line,​ ​shape,​ ​texture,​ ​value,​ ​composition​
​and​ ​perspective.​ ​Children​ ​explore​ ​both​ ​2D​ ​and​ ​3D​ ​art.​ ​Structured​ ​lessons​ ​lead​ ​to​
​students​​independently​​working​​on​​art​​projects​​that​​support​​their​​learning.​​For​​example,​
​in​ ​Earth​ ​History​ ​a​ ​child​ ​might​ ​create​ ​a​ ​Papier​ ​Mache​ ​model​ ​of​​a​​volcano.​​A​​child​​who​
​learns​ ​to​ ​knit​ ​may​ ​create​ ​a​​"prayer​​shawl"​​to​​give​​to​​another​​who​​is​​in​​need​​of​​care.​​A​
​child​ ​who​ ​is​ ​fascinated​ ​with​ ​Chinese​ ​culture​ ​may​ ​explore​ ​Chinese​ ​calligraphy​ ​or​
​watercolor.​

​Music​
​Music,​ ​including​ ​music​ ​theory,​ ​self-expression,​ ​and​ ​appreciation​ ​of​ ​others'​ ​music​ ​also​
​expands​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Elementary​ ​program.​ ​Singing,​ ​percussion,​ ​and​ ​listening​ ​to​ ​various​
​genres​ ​and​ ​artists​ ​continues​ ​and​ ​grows​ ​in​ ​complexity.​ ​In​ ​music​ ​the​ ​children​ ​start​ ​with​
​understanding​ ​the​ ​importance​ ​of​ ​the​ ​steady​ ​beat.​ ​Influenced​ ​by​ ​the​ ​work​ ​of​ ​Carl​​Orff,​
​body​ ​percussion​ ​is​ ​one​ ​of​ ​the​ ​best​ ​ways​ ​for​ ​ear​ ​training​ ​to​​begin.​​Theory​​is​​taught​​by​
​introducing​ ​note​ ​values​ ​alongside​ ​hearing​ ​the​ ​beat​ ​and​ ​rhythm.​ ​Developing​ ​pitch​
​evolves​ ​from​ ​singing​ ​and​ ​hearing​ ​songs.​ ​Our​ ​teaching​ ​is​ ​influenced​ ​by​ ​Zoltan​ ​Kodaly​
​using​ ​sol​ ​fa​ ​hand​ ​signs.​ ​Using​ ​either​ ​the​ ​Montessori​ ​tone​ ​bars​ ​or​ ​other​ ​melodic​
​instruments,​​such​​as​​xylophones,​​the​​child​​learns​​how​​to​​read​​and​​play​​the​​notes​​on​​the​
​staff.​ ​Music​ ​is​ ​a​ ​performance​ ​art,​ ​so​ ​it​ ​is​ ​a​ ​natural​ ​step​ ​for​ ​the​ ​child​ ​to​ ​sing,​ ​play​ ​an​
​instrument​​and​​then​​perform.​​This​​universal​​language​​has​​much​​research​​attached​​to​​it​
​to​​support​​that​​it​​helps​​learning​​across​​the​​curriculum,​​after​​all​​it​​is​​another​​language​​in​
​itself.​

​Drama​
​Drama​ ​is​ ​integrated​ ​into​ ​children’s​ ​learning.​ ​Children​ ​may​ ​write​ ​skits​ ​or​ ​plays​ ​about​
​something​ ​they​ ​have​ ​recently​ ​studied,​ ​learning​ ​how​ ​to​ ​write​ ​dialogue,​​or​​stage​​a​​play.​
​The​ ​class​ ​may​ ​work​ ​together​ ​on​ ​performances​ ​for​ ​special​ ​events,​ ​developing​
​performance​​skills​​involved​​in​​movement,​​voice,​​and​​character​​development.​​There​​are​
​also opportunities to take after school classes in Drama.​

​Physical Education​
​During this period of tremendous physical growth, it is important for the Elementary Child​
​to be physically active. We have the benefit of having a natural environment that lends​
​itself to movement. The child can explore many types of movement this way. More​
​structured activities may include outside instructors to teach various skills, such as​
​soccer, dance, yoga, basketball, etc.​

​Cooking and Food Preparation​
​Cooking is used as an extension of math (measurement and equivalence) and science​
​(reactions and botany) and social studies (food as reflection of culture). It is common​
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​for Elementary classes to plan a special lunch for a holiday event, a special snack or​
​lunch as an extension of studying another culture.​

​Library​
​Each classroom, the Primary and the Elementary, has its own library with fiction and​
​non-fiction appropriate for the ages within each group.​

​Learning Support​
​Through observation and assessment, the guide might suggest behavioral/ academic evaluation​
​or support from outside services.​

​Assessment​
​In the Elementary program, several tools are used for assessment. These include​
​anecdotal records, observation, skills checklists, as well as informal and formal testing.​
​These tools help the Guide monitor student progress through the years in all areas:​
​social development, work habits, language development, mathematics, science, cultural​
​studies, and the arts.​ ​Guides make use of a variety of tools for this purpose; some​
​paper and pencil such as the Montessori Record Keeping Guide created by Montessori​
​Masterclass, as well as the digital platform Transparent Classroom. Information is​
​shared with the parents via conferences and progress reports, which are issued each​
​trimester.​
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​INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE​​(Grade 6, 7, & 8) – Middle Years Program (MYP)​

​The MYP is a five-year program with a challenging framework that encourages students to​
​make practical connections between their studies and the real world.​

​The Curriculum​
​The MYP curriculum framework comprises eight subject groups, providing a broad and​
​balanced education for early adolescents.​

​1.​ ​Language acquisition - Spanish:​​The study of additional​​languages in the MYP​
​provides students with the opportunity to develop insights into the features, processes​
​and craft of language and the concept of culture, and to realize that there are diverse​
​ways of living, viewing and behaving in the world.​

​2.​ ​Language and literature:​​The MYP language and literature​​courses develop skills in​
​six areas: Listening; Speaking; Reading; Writing; Viewing; and Presenting. Inquiry is at​
​the heart of MYP language learning and aims to support students’ understanding by​
​providing them with opportunities to independently and collaboratively investigate, take​
​action and reflect on their learning.​

​3.​ ​Individuals and societies:​​Individuals and societies​​incorporates disciplines traditionally​
​studied in the humanities, as well as disciplines in the social sciences. In this subject​
​group, students collect, describe and analyze data used in studies of societies, test​
​hypotheses, and learn how to interpret complex information, including original source​
​material. This focus on real-world examples, research and analysis is an essential aspect​
​of the subject group.​

​The subject encourages learners to respect and understand the world around them and​
​equips them with the necessary skills to inquire into historical, contemporary,​
​geographical, political, social, economic, religious, technological and cultural factors that​
​have an impact on individuals, societies and environments. It encourages learners, both​
​students and teachers, to consider local and global contexts.​

​4.​ ​Sciences:​​The MYP sciences framework encourages students​​to investigate issues​
​through research, observation and experimentation, working independently and​
​collaboratively. As they investigate real examples of science application, students will​
​discover the tensions and dependencies between science and morality, ethics, culture,​
​economics, politics, and the environment.​

​5.​ ​Mathematics:​​MYP mathematics promotes both inquiry​​and application, helping students​
​to develop problem solving techniques that transcend discipline and that are useful in the​
​world beyond school. The MYP mathematics framework encompasses number, algebra,​
​geometry and trigonometry, statistics and probability.​
​Students in the MYP learn how to represent information, to explore and model​
​situations, and to find solutions to familiar and unfamiliar problems. These are skills that​
​are useful in a wide range of arenas, including social sciences and the arts.​
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​6.​ ​Arts:​​In the International Baccalaureate® (IB) Middle​​Years Program (MYP), students​
​develop through creating, performing and presenting arts in ways that engage and convey​
​feelings, experiences and ideas. It is through this practice that students acquire new skills​
​and master those skills developed in prior learning.​

​Students have opportunities to function as artists, as well as learners of the arts. Arts​
​stimulate young imaginations, challenge perceptions and develop creative and analytical​
​skills.​

​Involvement in the arts encourages students to understand the arts in context and the​
​cultural histories of artworks, supporting the development of an inquiring and empathetic​
​world view. Arts challenge and enrich personal identity and build awareness of the​
​aesthetic in a real-world context. The arts disciplines offered in the MYP are: dance; music;​
​theatre; media arts; and visual arts.​

​7.​ ​Physical and health education:​​In the MYP, physical​​and health education empowers​
​students to understand and appreciate the value of being physically active and to develop​
​the motivation for making healthy life choices. Physical and health education focuses on​
​both learning about and learning through physical activity. Both dimensions help students​
​to develop approaches to learning (ATL) skills across the curriculum.​

​Physical and health education courses foster the development of knowledge, skills and​
​attitudes that will contribute to a student’s balanced and healthy lifestyle. Through​
​opportunities for active learning, courses in this subject group embody and promote the​
​holistic nature of well-being.​

​8.​ ​Design:​​As part of the MYP, design challenges all​​students to apply practical and creative​
​thinking skills to solve design problems, explore the role of design in both historical and​
​contemporary contexts, and consider their responsibilities when making design decisions​
​and taking action.​

​MYP design focuses on a holistic design process rather than final products and solutions.​
​The design course focuses on inquiry and analysis of design problems, development and​
​creation of feasible solutions, and testing and evaluation of students’ models, prototypes,​
​products or systems.​

​The MYP requires at least 50 hours of teaching time for each subject group, in each year​
​of the program. In the final two years of the program, carefully-defined subject group​
​flexibility allows students to meet local requirements and personal learning goals.​
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​COMMUNICATION​

​A school community is most effective in its work with children when parents and the​
​school communicate clearly and respectfully, with the assumption of positive intent.​
​Parents are invaluable partners with whom the school actively engages. In order to​
​facilitate communication, parents must supply the school with current email addresses,​
​phone numbers and mailing addresses.​

​Teachers and Guides communicate regularly with parents through email and​
​conversation. Parents are invited to contact their child’s Teacher/Guide to make an​
​appointment if they have a question or concern.​

​If a parent wants to make sure that the Teacher/Guide gets an important message in the​
​course of the school day, s/he can give the message to the Assistant at drop off, call the​
​front office or email at​​info@stxmontessori.com.​

​Procedures for Visiting our Campus​
​Parents are an integral part of a child's growth and are welcome onto our campus at any​
​time during school hours or school events. Please check in first at the front office any​
​time you visit.​

​Parent-Teacher Conferences and Progress Report​
​Although communication is ongoing, formal Parent-Teacher Conferences are scheduled​
​in November, March, and June. Parent visits/observations are scheduled before​
​Conference Day. Parents are provided guidelines for how to observe most effectively. If​
​a parent has a concern or question and would like to meet with a teacher at other times,​
​s/he is encouraged to email the teacher to schedule a conference.​
​Progress Reports will be provided per the following schedule:​

​●​ ​Toddler & Primary classes: March and June​
​●​ ​Elementary classes: November, March and June​
​●​ ​International Baccalaureate (6th, 7th, & 8th Grade): November, March and June​

​Questions, Ideas, and Concerns:​​It is the goal of​​the staff and the board of The St.​
​Croix Montessori School to assure that we are following our mission to serve children​
​and families by offering a quality Montessori and International Baccalaureate education​
​in a beautifully prepared environment. We realize that from time-to-time questions may​
​arise.​

​●​ ​Parents with questions or concerns regarding educational methods in a particular​
​classroom should address these with the Guide responsible for the particular​
​classroom. Guides will contact the parents in a timely manner.​

​●​ ​Parents with questions or concerns regarding other issues, such as school​
​policies, administration, the facility or equipment may submit these in writing​
​to​​info@stxmontessori.com​​.​

​All School Meetings and Parent Education Programs​
​Throughout​ ​the​ ​year​ ​guides​ ​offer​ ​parent​ ​education​ ​opportunities​ ​that​ ​enable​ ​us​ ​to​
​effectively​ ​collaborate​ ​in​ ​our​ ​work​ ​with​ ​our​ ​children.​ ​All​ ​school​ ​gatherings​ ​scheduled​
​throughout​​the​​year​​provide​​opportunities​​for​​our​​school​​community​​to​​come​​together​​to​
​plan events, as well as discuss other school related topics.​
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​CLIMATE FOR LEARNING​

​Grace and Courtesy​
​In​​order​​to​​be​​successful​​in​​and​​out​​of​​school,​​children​​need​​to​​learn​​a​​set​​of​​social​​and​
​emotional​ ​competencies—cooperation,​ ​courtesy,​ ​honesty,​ ​assertiveness,​ ​responsibility,​
​empathy, and self-control.​
​Guiding​ ​principles​ ​in​ ​creating​ ​a​ ​joyful​ ​and​ ​engaging​ ​climate​ ​for​ ​learning​ ​include​ ​the​
​following:​

​●​ ​Teaching social and emotional skills, or grace and courtesy, is as important as​
​teaching academic content.​

​●​ ​As adults, parents and teachers must model grace and courtesy in how we relate​
​with one another.​

​●​ ​Partnering with families—knowing them and valuing their contributions—is as​
​important as knowing the children we teach.​

​Grace and Courtesy lessons, an integral part of a Montessori education and included in​
​our IB classes as well, help students develop the social and emotional skills needed to​
​meet their needs.​

​Developing Respectful Relationships​
​Developing respectful relationships with children is an essential first step in a positive​
​approach to discipline.​

​●​ ​Give messages of unconditional respect by interacting with children as we would​
​with well-respected adults.​

​●​ ​Be mindful of the role of nonverbal language.​
​●​ ​Concentrate on the development of trust.​
​●​ ​Place an emphasis on individual uniqueness rather than on sole hierarchy within​

​a class.​
​●​ ​Give credibility to children’s feelings.​
​●​ ​Attempt to understand a student’s mindset and world view.​

​The Code of Conduct and Discipline Process​
​We know that as children grow, they learn how to treat each other kindly and how to​
​meet their needs in positive ways. We also know that learners sometimes make​
​mistakes. We maintain good behavior best when we greet students, tell them​
​specifically what they do right, and have clear expectations. In dealing with misbehavior,​
​we remember that a student’s misbehavior is not about us. This focus helps us to​
​discipline with a positive tone and without anger.​
​We:​

​●​ ​set limits​
​●​ ​enforce these limits with sincere empathy​
​●​ ​guide students toward making choices and solving problems​
​●​ ​Send the unstated message: “The quality of your life will depend on the quality of​

​your choices. I believe in you.”​
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​Children do best when there is consistency between standards for behavior at home and​
​school, and when there is collaboration between teacher and parents. Effective educators​
​and parents have fun while teaching and parenting, and they help children see that​
​learning, as well as behaving, is enjoyable. Educators and parents work together best​
​when lines of communication are kept open, and each is receptive to questions and​
​insights.​

​If a child’s behavior in school is problematic, the Guide will attempt to work with the​
​child, often creating a plan for improvement, providing the child with regular feedback.​
​We address misbehavior with the expectation that behavior can improve. If the problem​
​behavior persists, the Guide will invite the parents in for a conference so that family and​
​school can work together.​​The school prohibits corporal​​punishment.​

​If after working with the child and the parents, the Guide feels that the child’s​
​problematic behavior is not improving, the Guide might request formal assessment and​
​specialized support.​

​When routine methods of discipline and parental involvement are not effective in​
​changing behavior, an individualized behavioral contract will be created for the child.​
​After a period of time determined by the Guide, the progress of a student with a​
​behavioral contract is reviewed by the Guide and the administration. If, in their​
​judgment, there has not been significant improvement in the student’s behavior and/or​
​the child’s behavior negatively impacts the overall learning environment of the rest of​
​the children, that student may not be invited to return the next semester or the next​
​academic year.​

​There are some behaviors that may, based on the judgment of the Guide and​
​administration, result in the immediate removal of the student from the school setting,​
​either for a short period such as an afternoon or a day, or for the remainder of the year​
​or term. These behaviors may include:​

​●​ ​Severe acts of disrespect to a staff member​
​●​ ​Severe acts of aggression or physical violence, such as punching or kicking​
​●​ ​Extremely offensive language: for example, profanity or racist language​
​●​ ​Severe or repeated peer aggression​

​Discipline and behavior management focuses on repairing the damage caused by the​
​wrongful action and restoring, insofar as possible, the well-being of all those involved. The​
​school provides guidance and an opportunity for those harmed and those who take​
​responsibility for the harm to communicate about and address their needs in the aftermath​
​of an issue. Students are expected to follow through on reparations agreed upon by all​
​involved with the goal of taking responsibility for the harm, and fulfilling a resolution that​
​restores health and trust of the community.​
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​HEALTH AND SAFETY​

​A healthy, safe environment is essential for a good education. Good nutrition and​
​physical activity are vital to good health.​

​Medical Exam​​– All students are required to have a​​recent physical examination report​
​and an updated immunization record on file at school. The Virgin Islands requires all​
​students to have valid certification of immunization for such diseases as Diphtheria,​
​Pertussis, Tetanus, Measles, Poliomyelitis and all other diseases as are required by the​
​standard listing issued annually by the Commissioner.​

​Requests for exemption for vaccinations must be issued by the U.S Virgin Islands​
​Department of Health’s Commissioner and must be submitted each year.​

​To monitor and evaluate immunization coverage among children in the territory Virgin​
​Islands Immunization Registry System Student Demographic Form (VIIRS) must be​
​completed for each child. A copy of the child’s most up-to-date immunization card (front​
​and back) must be attached.​

​Medication​
​Except for first aid, personnel shall not dispense medication to a child without specific​
​written authorization from the child’s physician and parent.​

​Personnel shall only dispense prescription medications that are provided by the parent,​
​accompanied by a note of authorization and instructions for medication written by the​
​parent and/ or doctor when appropriate.​

​●​ ​Prescription medication shall be in the original labeled container, with the child’s​
​full name.​

​●​ ​Non-prescription, over-the-counter medication (cough drops, Tylenol,​
​tums…) may only be dispensed with a note from the parent and specific​
​instructions. Staff is not permitted to dispense medication on an “as needed”​
​basis.​

​●​ ​Please deliver any medication to the front office, not in your child’s lunch box.​

​Emergency Care​
​●​ ​Each classroom is equipped with a First Aid Kit for minor scrapes, cuts, and​

​abrasions.​
​●​ ​At least one person in each class is trained in basic First Aid and CPR.​
​●​ ​Parents will be notified of injuries. An accident/incident report will be kept on​

​file and a copy given to the parents.​
​●​ ​In the case of an emergency, we will immediately contact parents. It is​

​imperative that emergency contact information is accurate.​
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​When Should You Keep Your Child at Home?​
​If your child is unable to attend school because of illness, please inform the school at​
​the end of the day. If the illness is contagious, please let us know so that we can​
​properly inform other parents.​

​Please keep your child home​​if your child has any​​of the following conditions:​
​●​ ​More than three loose stools in one day​
​●​ ​Diarrhea that is uncontrolled or infectious​
​●​ ​Vomiting within the last 24 hours​
​●​ ​Contagious conjunctivitis or pus draining from the eye​
​●​ ​Bacterial infections such as strep throat or impetigo, until the child has been on​

​antibiotics for 24 hours​
​●​ ​Lice, ringworm, or scabies that is untreated or contagious to others​
​●​ ​Significant respiratory distress​
​●​ ​A temperature of 100 degrees Fahrenheit or higher​
​●​ ​An undiagnosed rash that seems to be related to a contagious illness​
​●​ ​Unexplained lethargy or failure to be able to participate.​

​Illness at School​
​If your child gets sick at school, we will call you immediately and make him/her as​
​comfortable as possible. We are equipped with first aid supplies to give proper care of​
​students who have an accident or become ill at school. If your child exhibits any of the​
​aforementioned symptoms in the classroom, you are expected to pick up your child​
​immediately from school.​

​Please make sure that your child has recovered well before returning to school as your​
​child may ask to return before he is physically ready.​

​Notification of Infectious Disease​
​If there has been exposure to an infectious disease or condition (see list in Appendix​
​3), parents of other students shall be informed that their child may have been exposed.​

​St. Croix Montessori School continues to follow the Department of Health’s guidelines to​
​reduce the risk of exposure to infectious diseases.​

​Reporting Suspected Child Abuse​
​Schools are required to report suspected child abuse. Should a staff member have a​
​concern, s/he must speak to the Head of School, who will then call the Department of​
​Human Services at 772-7119. Intake is required to investigate the claim within 48 hours.​
​The school's report will be confidential. Reporting will be made to the​
​following email:​​www.dhs.gov.vi​​or a call to: 340-772-7119.​
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​FIELD TRIPS AND TRANSPORTING STUDENTS​
​Elementary and IB teachers are encouraged to plan “going out” events to places in​
​the local community.​

​Students will only be invited to participate on a field trip only when the teacher feels​
​they are ready to leave the school environment and represent the school​
​appropriately.​

​St. Croix Montessori has a “blanket” permission slip on file through FACTS. However,​
​information for each field trip stating date, time, place, mode of transport and other​
​details are sent to parents. This slip must be signed by a parent and returned to the​
​teacher by the due date on the notification slip. If the slip is not returned, that child will​
​remain at the school with alternate activities for the day. Guides/teachers will take a​
​class list, including parent names and contact information and a first aid kit with them​
​on field trips.​

​Parent volunteers may be asked to help chaperone on field trips. In that instance they​
​would be able to transport their own child/children only.​

​ANIMALS ON CAMPUS​
​St. Croix Montessori advocates for animals in the environment. Caring for animals​
​serves as a foundation to build empathy for all beings and our shared environment.​
​Therefore, with administrative approval, contained classroom animals will be allowed.​
​CDC guidelines must be followed for care and handling of pets.​

​Teachers are responsible for arranging care during non-school days.​

​EMERGENCY PROCEDURES​

​Emergency procedures are posted next to the door of every classroom.​

​Office Administrator​
​Due to the many variables that come into play in emergency situations, administrative​
​roles will vary by location and person(s). It is up to the administrative team to use their​
​best judgment, be proactive and communicate throughout emergency procedures.​
​The  administrative  team will:​

​●​ ​Sweep all classrooms​
​●​ ​Watch for attendance​
​●​ ​Ensure all employees have evacuated​
​●​ ​Set-up and establish a control area in safe zone​
​●​ ​Coordinate pick-up of students from safe zone​
​●​ ​Coordinate EMS needs​
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​PARENT HANDBOOK​

​I​ ​, acknowledge that I have read, understand and​​agree to comply​
​(student name)​

​with the St. Croix Montessori School Handbook.​

​Parent/Guardian Signature​ ​Date​

​Please return this completed form to the office, by​​September 19, 2025​​.​
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​Revised: October 2012​

​Virgin Islands Department of Health​
​Notification of Infectious Disease Form​

​Island: St. Croix [ ]​ ​St. Thomas [ ]​ ​St. John []​

​Source of Information:​
​□​​Private Physician​ ​□​​Clinic: (name)​
​□​​Private Laboratory: (name)​ ​□​​School (name):​
​□​​Hospital: Location in Hospital (e.g. ER, Laboratory​​etc).​ ​_​​Admitted​

​to Hospital: YES [ ]​ ​NO [ ] / Date Admitted:​ ​Discharged​

​Demographic Information:​

​RACE:​ ​□​​Black​ ​□​​White​ ​□​​Asian or Pacific Islander​ ​□​​American Indian or Alaskan Native​
​ETHNICITY:​ ​o Hispanic​ ​o Non-Hispanic​ ​□​​Unknown​
​PATIENT'S NAME:​ ​TODAY​​'​​S DATE:​ ​_​
​DATE​​OF BIRTH: MONTH​ ​DAY​ ​YEAR.​ ​SEX M​ ​F​
​PATIENT'S ADDRESS​ ​_​
​PATIENT'S PHONE#​
​PARENT/GUARDIAN​ ​_​
​PHYSICIAN'S NAME​ ​_​

​CONTACT PHONE#​

​OFFICE ADDRESS​ ​PHONE:​ ​_​

​All of the following diseases​​,​​if diagnosed or suspected,​​must be reported to the Virgin​​Islands​​D​​e​​partment​​of​
​Health. All require PROMPT notification​​,​​but they​​ha​​v​​e been divided into three categories based on their​​level​
​of public health risk. On the back of​​this​​form, please​​indicate​​whether you are​​r​​e​​porting a suspected or​
​confirmed case of disease.​

​A.​ ​These diseases carry a SERIOUS PUBLIC HEA​​L​​TH RISK.​​Make an​​1Mi"1EDIATE​​telephone report​​to​
​the Virgin Islands Department of Health at​​773-1311,​​Ext. 3241​​then submit this completed form​
​IMMEDIATELY​​by Fax to​​713-1508.​​If you cannot fax​​this form it should be delivered to the​​Department​​of​
​Health​​on the​​appropriate island.​​In​​the event that​​an immediate report is required after regular working​​hours,​
​please call 340-626-1654.​​See​​the​​back of this form​​for the delivery addresses.​

​□​​Anthrax​ ​□​​Measles​
​□​​Botulism​ ​□​​Meningitis​
​□​​Brucellosis​ ​□​​Pertussi​​s​
​□​​Cholera​ ​□​​Poliomyelitis​
​□​​Diptheria​ ​□​​Plague​
​□​​Encephalitis​ ​□​​Q Fever​
​□​​Enterohemorrhagic E. Coli​​(​​0157)​​□​​Rabies​
​□​​Legionaires​ ​□​​Rubella​

​□​​Smallpox​
​□​​Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS)​
​□​​Tuberculosis​
​□​​T​​ularemia​
​□​​Typhoid​
​□​​Typhus​
​□​​Yellow Fever​
​□​​Dengue (with hemorrhagic features)​

​PLEASE TURN TO THE REVERSE SIDE FOR ADDITIONAL DISEASE REPORTING​



​B.​ ​These diseases carry SIGNIFICANT PUBLIC HEALTH RISK. They should be​​reported within 48 hours​​to the​
​Virgin Islands Department of​​Health.​​A completed copy​​of this form must be faxed to 713-1508.​​If you​​cannot​​fax this​
​form it​​should​​be​​delivered (within 48 hours) to the​​Department of Health on the appropriate island. A telephone report​​t​​o​
​773-13​​I​​I extension​​3241 or 3007​​is​​only​​required​​for those diseases indicated by the​​(*).​
​o​​Chancroid​
​o​ ​Chlamydia​
​o​ ​Ciguatera​
​o​ ​Dengue​
​o​ ​Ehrlichiosis​
​o​​Gonorrhea​
​□​​Granuloma Inguinale​
​□​​Invasive Streptococcus A​

​o​​Hansen's Disease*​
​□​​Ranta Vims Pulmonary Syndrome*​
​□​​Hemolytic Uremic​​Syndrome​
​□​​Hepatitis​​A*​
​□​​Hepatitis​​B​
​o​ ​Hepatitis​​C​
​□​​HIV​​/​​AIDS​
​□​​Lymphogranuloma​

​□​​Malaria*​
​o​ ​Psittacosis​
​o​ ​Syphilis*​
​o​ ​Streptococcus Pneumonia​​(​​drug​

​resistant)​
​□​​Staph. Aureus​​(drug​​resistant)​
​□​​Trichinosis​
​□​​Vancomycin Resistant​​-​​□​​Staph​​□​
​Enterococcus​
​□​​West Nile Viru​

​C.​ ​These​​diseases are​​to​​be​​reported promptly​​to​​the​​Virgin​​Islands Department of Health using this form​​.​​A​
​telephone report​​is not required.​​This​​form​​should​​be​​faxed to​​713-1508​​or​​hand deli​​v​​ered​​to​​the specified​​address (below)​
​for​​the Department of Health​​on​​the appropriate island.​
​□​ ​Amebic Dysentery​
​o Chickenpox​
​□​​Coccidioidomycosis​
​o​​Cryptosporidiosis​
​□​​Cyclosporiasis​

​□​​Giardia​
​o​​Influenza​
​o​​Listeriosis​
​□​​Mumps​
​o​ ​Salmonellosis​

​□​​Shigellosis​
​□​​Toxic Shock Syndrome​
​□​​Tetanus​
​□​​Childhood Diabetes Mellitus​

​(age< 20)​
​o​ ​Other​

​--​​----​​--​​-​​---​​--​

​What is the diagnosis​​status of​​this disease?​

​BRIEF​​CASE​​REPORT​

​o​​Suspected case​ ​o​​Confirmed case​

​Notable Clinical Symptoms?​ ​_​
​Notable Physical Findings?​ ​_​

​Laboratory​​Results​​(confirmatory​​tests if​​available)​

​Date​ ​I​ ​I​​-​​Test​ ​Result​
​Date​ ​/​ ​/​ ​Test​ ​Result​
​Date​ ​/​ ​/​ ​Test​ ​Result​ ​_​

​Was treatment prescribed?​ ​□​​Yes​ ​□​​No​
​Prescribed Medication​​Regimen​ ​_​

​Reporting Person​​'​​s Signature​ ​Reporting​​Person's Title​ ​Date​
​WHERE​​TO​​DELIVER​​NOTIFICATION FORMS​

​All Reports other​​than​​HIV should be delivered on​​St. Croix​​to​​the Office of​​t​​he​​Commissioner of Health,​​Charles​​Harwood​
​Hospital Complex, 3500​​Richmond,​​Christiansted,​​and​​St. Croix​​VI​​00820. On​​St.​​Thomas​​,​​all​​reports other​​than HIV​
​should​​be sent​​to​​the Office of the​​Commissioner of​​Health,​​Roy Lester Schneider Hospital, 48 Sugar​​Estate,​​St. Thomas,​
​and​​USVI​​00802. Reports​​should​​be addressed​​to:​​Dr.​​Thomas Morris.​

​HIV Reports​​should​​be forwarded to​​the​​HIV​​/​​STD Program​​Charles​​Harwood Hospital​​C​​omplex​​on​​S​​t.​​Croix and​​to the​
​HIV/STD​​Program​​,​​Knud​​Hansen Complex, Fax​​776​​-​​5466,​​on​​St.​​Thomas.​

​PLEASE​​NOTE:​​THE REPORTING OF NOTIFIABLE​​DISEASES​​TO THE DEPARTMENT OF​​HEALTH IS​
​REQUIRED BYLAW IN​​THE U​​S.​​VIRGIN ISLANDS.​​Fulfilling​​this​​requirement​​will​​by no means​​negate your​
​responsibility to​​report​​similar information​​to other​​agencies​​or programs​​with which you​​have collaborative​​agreements​​.​


